Bishop O’Brien N.S. School 
Self-evaluation Report: Literacy (2015)
1. Introduction

1.1.
The focus of the evaluation

A school self-evaluation of Literacy was undertaken in the period: May – September 2015. This is a report on the findings of the evaluation. The data collected and analysed was as follows
· Analysis on Standardised test data for Micra T and Drumcondra Spelling tests using the PDST analysis tool

· Writing Samples analysed from six tracker children in each class using a school devised template

· Parent Questionnaire on Google Forms

· Children’s questionnaire on Google Forms

· Focus Group for teachers on the whole area of literacy using a school devised template

1.2
The school context

· This is a co-educational primary school.
· There are currently 106 pupils.

· There are four Class Teachers, one Learning Support Teacher and two shared Resource Teachers
2.
The Findings

Standardised Tests in Literacy

· Standardised test results in English reading show that the school is performing well above the national norms. Some notable findings are as follows; 19.2% of children are performing at the top levels of sten 8 to 10 in comparison to the national norm of 16%. 22% of children are performing at sten 7 in comparison to the national norm of 16 %. 1% of children are performing at the lower stens of 1 to 3 in comparison to the national norm of 16%.

· Standardised test results in English Spelling show again that children are achieving very well in comparison to national norms across all bands. Some notable observations are as follows; 21% of children are performing at the highest stens 8-10 in comparison to the national norm of 16%. 42% percent of children are performing at the middle stens 5-6 in comparison to 34% of the National norm. There are far fewer children in the lower stens of 1-3 (3%) than the national norm (16%).

Writing Samples

· Teachers observed many positives in the writing samples including neat, legible well presented writing in most cases, good spelling and word attack skills and clear and logical flow of ideas in many samples

· Teachers highlighted areas for improvement across all levels in some of the writing samples as follows, punctuation, over used words, sentence starters, connecting words and vocabulary, structure of writing genre.
Parent Survey
· Responses collated from the parent survey show that 67% of parents agree that they get good information from the school about how their child is doing in the area of Literacy. 
· Responses collated from a the parent survey show that 48% of children often write at home

· 78.8% of parents stated that their child ‘rarely’ has difficulty with homework. However, 21.1% of parents stated that they ‘sometimes’ or ‘often have difficulty with homework.

· 75% of parents felt that their child had neat handwriting.

· Parents came up with various suggestions to help their children in the area of literacy including the following; ‘Writing more stories’. ‘Encourage writing more essays, diary entries’. ‘Learning the meaning of new and unusual words’ ‘Short story competitions’. Developing understanding of what words mean’. ‘Getting them to use words that might not appear in their school books’.’Write about what they are interested in’ 
Children’s Survey

· 50% of children said they like writing in school.
· 48% of children stated they like to read their stories aloud for others.

· While 62.5% of children felt they were good at spelling, 31.9% of children felt they were good ‘sometimes’ and 5.6% felt they were not good at spelling.

· Only 47% of children stated they read over their written work for mistakes.

· 29.9% of children reported finding writing ‘easy’ however, 23.6 % reported finding it ‘a little difficult’ or ‘difficult’.

· Just over half of the children (55.6%) reported that they read back over their writing to see if it makes sense.

· Just 44% of children stated they try to use interesting words or phrases when writing.

· Just 27.8% of children said they draw up a plan before writing.

· Children came up with a variety of topics they would like to write about

· Children identified a number of areas they find difficult in the area of writing including the following; ‘coming up with ideas’, ‘starting off and finishing the story’, ‘spelling’, ‘when to start a paragraph’, ‘the plan for the story’ and ‘grammar and punctuation’
· 40% of children would like to spend more time on writing.

Teacher Focus Group on the teaching of Literacy in the school
· With regard to reading, teachers felt that there were good resources in the school. They observe good reading fluency across all levels. The results of the Micra T affirm teachers belief that the children have very good comprehension skills. Teachers feel that parents are supportive of their work in this area.
· With regard to writing, teachers feel that an agreed structured approach to writing across the school would be beneficial. They observe good grammar, sentence structure and punctuation. However, they feel that vocabulary is an area that needs attention. Teachers would also like to see an agreed approach to handwriting across all class levels. They note that children have reported a difficulty with planning stories and coming up with ideas.
· With regard to spelling, teachers observe strong word attack skills and were very pleased with the excellent results in the standardised spelling test. However, teachers feel that spelling could be further improved with an agreed teaching approach across all class levels in the area of spelling and the implementation of a comprehensive spelling/ grammar scheme of work across the school.

· With regard to oral language, teachers feel there is a need for a more formal structured approach however, oral language is observed to be very strong across the school. Teachers feel that work could be undertaken to broaden the children’s vocabulary further.

3.
Progress made on previously identified targets identified in the 
          current School Improvement Plan (SIP)
N/A for Year 1 as SIP not yet in place.
4. 
Summary of School Self-evaluation Findings

4.1
Bishop O’Brien N.S. has strengths in the following areas:

· Children’s results in standardised tests for English and Spelling show that children in the school are performing very well
· Children generally have very good oral language skills.

· Children very good reading fluency and comprehension skills
· Most children have neat writing and present their work well

4.2
The following areas are prioritised for improvement:

· Structured approach to the teaching of writing in a variety of genre 
· Writing vocabulary

· Consistency of approach to teaching of writing throughout the school
· Consistent approach to the teaching of spelling and grammar

Appendix to School Self-Evaluation Report: 

legislative and regulatory checklist
	Issue
	Relevant legislation, rule or circular
	Is the school fully meeting the requirements of the relevant legislation, rule or circular?
	If no, indicate aspects to be developed

	Time in school

- Length of school year -  minimum of 183 days

- Length of school day 

4 hours 40 minutes (infants); 
5 hour 40 minutes (1st-6th classes)
	Circular 11/95
	 Yes  No
 Yes  No
	

	Arrangements for parent/ teacher and staff meetings
	Circular 14/04

	 Yes  No
	

	Implementation of Croke Park agreement regarding additional time requirement
	Circular 0008/2011
	 Yes  No
	

	Standardisation of school year 
	Circular 034/2011
	 Yes  No
	

	Valid enrolment of pupils
	Section 9(1), 15(2) and 23 Education Act 1998

Sections 20 and 21, Education (Welfare) Act 2000

Rules 55, 64, 108 and 123, Rules for National Schools 

Circular P24/02
Staffing Schedule for current school year
	 Yes  No
	

	Retention of pupils
	Rule 64 Rules for National Schools

Circular 11/01

Circular 32/03
	 Yes  No
	

	Development of school plan
	Section 21, Education Act 1998 
	 Yes  No
	

	Appointments to posts of responsibility
	Circular 07/03

Circular 053/2011
	 Yes  No
	

	Time for literacy and numeracy - assessing and reporting literacy and numeracy achievement
	Circular 0056/11 Initial Steps in the Implementation of the National Literacy and Numeracy Strategy
	 Yes  No
	

	Exemption from Irish
	Circular 12/96
	 Yes  No
	

	Implementation of child protection procedures
	Circular 0065/2011

Please ensure the following in relation to child protection


	 Yes  No
	

	
	▪ Number of cases where a report involving a child in the school was submitted by the DLP to the HSE

▪ Number of cases where a report involving a child in the school was submitted by the DLP to the HSE and the school board of management informed

▪ Number of cases where the DLP sought advice from the HSE and as a result of this advice, no report was made

▪ Number of cases where the DLP sought advice from the HSE and as a result of this advice, no report was made and the school board of management informed
	_____

_____

_____

_____


	
	

	Implementation of complaints procedure as appropriate 
	Complaints Procedures, Section 28 Education Act 

Primary Boards of Management Information Manual November 2007
Please consider the following in relation to complaints
	 Yes  No 
	

	
	▪ Number of formal parental complaints received 

▪ Number of formal complaints processed

▪ Number of formal complaints not fully processed by the end of this school year
	_____

_____

_____
	
	

	Refusal to enrol
	Section 29 Education Act 1998
Please provide the following information in relation to appeals taken in accordance with Section 29 against the school during this school year
	N/A


	

	
	Number of section 29 cases taken against the school

Number of cases processed at informal stage

Number of cases heard

Number of appeals upheld

Number of appeals dismissed
	




	
	

	Suspension of students
	Section 29 Education Act 1998
Please provide the following information in relation to appeals taken in accordance with Section 29 against the school during this school year
	
	

	
	Number of section 29 cases taken against the school

Number of cases processed at informal stage

Number of cases heard

Number of appeals upheld

Number of appeals dismissed 
	





	
	

	Expulsion of students
	Section 29 Education Act 1998

Please provide the following information in relation to appeals taken in accordance with Section 29 against the school during this school year
	
	
	

	
	Number of section 29 cases taken against the school

Number of cases processed at informal stage

Number of cases heard

Number of appeals upheld

Number of appeals dismissed 
	





	
	


	Policy
	Source
	Has policy been approved by the board of management?
	If no, indicate aspects to be 

developed. 

	Enrolment policy
	Section (15)(2)(d) Education Act 1998

	 Yes  No
	

	Code of behaviour
 including anti-bullying policy
	Circular 20/90

DES Guidelines on Countering Bullying Behaviour 1993

NEWB Guidelines

Section 23, Education Welfare Act 2000
	 Yes  No
	

	Attendance and participation strategy


	Section 22 Education Welfare Act 2000

Equal Status Acts 2000-2011
	 Yes  No
	

	Health and safety statement
	Section 20 Health and Safety Act 2005
	 Yes  No
	

	Data protection 
	Data Protection Act 1988

Data Protection (Amendment Act) 2003
	 Yes  No
	

	Special education needs policy

	Education Act 1998

Equal Status Acts 2000- 2011
Education (Welfare) Act 2000

Education for Persons with Special Education Needs Act (EPSEN)
 2004

Disability Act 2005
	 Yes  No
	

	Relationships and sexuality education (RSE) policy
	Relationships and Sexuality Education: Policy Guidelines (1997)


	 Yes  No
	

	Child protection policy
	Circular 0065/2011
	 Yes  No
	

	Parents as partners
	Circular 24/91
	 Yes  No
	

	Public service (Croke Park) agreement – special needs assistants
	Circular 71/11
	 Yes  No


	


� Under the provisions of the Education (Welfare) Act (2000) (section 23) the school’s code of behaviour should conform to the specifications stated.


� Under the provisions of the Education (Welfare) Act (2000) (section 22), the school’s attendance strategy should conform with the provisions stipulated.


� Section 9 of the Education Act (1998) requires a school to “use its available resources” to identify and provide for the educational needs of those “with a disability or other special educational needs.”


� The EPSEN Act requires that schools be inclusive of and provide an appropriate education for pupils with special educational needs.
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